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The American Medical Association adopts policies on direct-to-consumer 
genetic testing

25 June 2008   |   By Dr Sowmiya Moorthie   |   News story 

The American Medical Association (AMA), 

the largest physician group in the US, held 

its Annual Meeting this month; among the 

policies adopted were recommendations 

relating to direct-to-consumer (DTC) advertising and provision of genetic tests (see press 

release). The AMA recommended that genetic testing should be carried out under the 

supervision of a qualified health care professional and physicians be provided with more 

information on the types of genetic tests available so that patients can be appropriately 

counselled on the potential harms. They also recommend that appropriate organizations 

should be encouraged to develop criteria for the advertising of DTC genetic tests. The 

American College of Medical Genetics released a policy statement in April containing similar 
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